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Tekla Annual User’s Meeting

The 300 attendees at the Tekla annual user’s meeting were the first to 

experience Peddinghaus’ latest software technology updates. During a special

presentation, Peddinghaus Software Manager, Kirk Kempen, and Software

Specialist, Istok Budic announced two new software programs that are certain 

to have a dynamic impact on the world of structural fabrication. Under the theme,

“Don’t Just Fabricate – INNOVATE”, Lyle Menke, V.P. Marketing explained that

Peddinghaus’ software technology continues to set the pace for a growing 

technologically demanding industry. 

Acclaimed as the global leader in machine tool innovation, Peddinghaus 

continues to provide a leadership role in the areas of both mechanical and 

software expertise. The new Peddinghaus software essentially encompasses two

areas of application: A new, highly effective Production Tracking Software Utility

and an all new Peddinghaus/Tekla API Interface program. The Production tracking

utility provides a superior format for tracking production data – a necessity in

order to enhance your position in today’s supremely competitive environment. 

The Peddinghaus/Tekla API interface provides exciting new levels of enhanced 

operation within the Tekla model. Peddinghaus thanks Tekla, Inc. for providing the

perfect platform for this strategic announcement.

Peddinghaus’ latest software announcements captured the attention of user meeting visitors.

User meeting visitors networked with industry professionals from all over the country while learning about
the latest and most innovative software applications.

On September 30, Peddinghaus Corporation participated in the second Design Data –

SDS 2 Interoperability Network Conference. According to Damon Scaggs, President,

“Interoperability is an opportunity for major players in the structural steel software

industry to showcase interoperability with other software… it highlights the need for

disparate software to interoperate seamlessly with one another.”

Peddinghaus, a major partner with Design Data, displayed their latest software 

innovations for the attendees. These included the major enhancements for Peddimat

software as they pertain to the SDS 2 program. A highlight was the implementation of

the Production Tracking Utility for Peddinghaus equipment – a program specifically

designed to enhance productivity on the shop floor.

“We relish the opportunity

to work closely with 

our business partners 

to improve software 

technologies for the 

entire steel construction

industry.”

Lyle Menke, Peddinghaus 

V.P. of Marketing, 

Menke attended along with Mr. Istok Budic, a senior Peddinghaus software program-

ming engineer. Mr. Budic answered many questions from the participants concerning

the interoperability of Peddinghaus software with today’s industry software.

Peddinghaus & Design Data – SDS 2 – Interoperability Partners

The Design Data - SDS 2 interoperability meeting in Lincoln, Nebraska was heavily attended by industry
professionals.

Peddinghaus and Design Data software engineers maintain
close working relationships to serve the steel fabrication 
community effectively.

Lyle Menke, VP of Marketing for Peddinghaus and Jim Dager, Founder of Design Data/SDS 2 discuss market
trends and the future of fabrication software.
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Being one of the many multi-decade 

veterans of Peddinghaus Kirk Kempen has

been with the company through a multitude

of innovations in his time. Kirk currently 

manages the CAM software portion of the

Peddinghaus Software staff and plays a

definitive role in designing and guiding the

future of Peddinghaus Software technology. 

How long have you worked at Peddinghaus and what has been your
impression in that time? 

Next March will be my 35th anniversary.  In my time here I have seen our
product line and level of technology advance at a pace beyond what anyone
could have imagined. I was at Peddinghaus with the introduction of the first
version of Peddimat, and I am here today as we employ new technologies
such as Microsoft’s “.NET” software development system, the C# (C Sharp)
programming language, as well as numerous other advanced software tools.
Peddinghaus has always been first to incorporate the newest and most 
reliable technology, and we plan to continue that trend well into the future. 

How is the Peddinghaus software department structured? 

Currently I manage a team of software engineers using the latest software
tools devoted to the continuous advancement or our growing product family.
This allows us to provide our customers the best software for our machines,
resulting in the highest level of performance.  Each of the CAM team 
members has his own specialty and unique talents providing a good mix to
the department.  We have a close relationship with our Electrical, Control
Software, and Mechanical Engineering groups allowing us to provide the 
best solutions for each technical innovation our customers need to stay 
competitive in today’s global economy. We also work very hard at maintain-
ing relationships with outside software firms that our customers frequently
use. This assures the best software options for their unique processes. 

With your role being immersed in the latest technological innovations,
what are some of the defining projects you have been involved with in
your time at Peddinghaus?  

I remember our first custom machine controls, the advent of the first
“Personal Computers” and now the application of incredibly powerful CNC
controls employing the newest programming tools. Many changes in our
industry including 3D design, BIM modeling, and software detailing have
allowed us to dramatically reduce or eliminate manual data entry for our
machines through the application of data import utilities using DSTV,
DXF, and direct 3D conversion methods.  

What changes have you seen in Peddinghaus since you began? What
changes in technology have you seen in your tenure with Peddinghaus?  

I have seen the Peddinghaus product line evolve dramatically since I began
years ago. One thing that’s evident is that modern machine design is reliant
on cutting edge electronics and innovative software. I remember years ago,
to advance beyond proprietary custom built machine controls, we used
Hewlett Packard desktop computers to create our machine programs. This
allowed us to use more reliable commercial “NC” controls.  Those early 
personal computers were really just overgrown desktop calculators with
extremely limited programming capabilities by today’s standards but
nonetheless were amazing advancements in technology for their time. In
contrast the simple controls of yesterday's machines have been replaced by
the newest “CNC” technology allowing us to provide features like hole
counting, and tracking of parts and machine productivity in real-time. 
This allows us to incorporate numerous features not possible with previous
control technology. 

Using the latest tools from Microsoft, we’ve recently introduced two new
software products:

The Tekla Import Utility
Using the Tekla API, we developed a tool to directly access the Tekla 3D
model.  This software runs alongside Tekla, and can extract extensive part
data directly from the model. In addition to the information available
through DSTV, this tool can provide connection information, marking for
fitters, welding, and other final assembly processes.  This tool provides direct
access to the model, so any necessary information for our machines is readily
available.    

Production Tracking Utility
This software is loaded onto our Siemens CNCs where it tracks part
production in real time.  An ASCII file is produced listing all parts processed
including start time, end time, and process time. This information is easily
used for Production Control to track the progress of work in the shop.

These two new utilities will provide features not previously available, and
I’m sure our customers will be anxious to take advantage of them.  

Continued on page 30

GETTING TO KNOW…

Kirk Kempen
Peddinghaus CAM Software Manager
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How does Peddinghaus software work to make the overall fabrication
process easier for Peddinghaus customers?  

The big thing that we can provide is efficiency through lower labor content.
By eliminating many of the manual steps previously required, our customers
can fabricate more steel, more accurately, with fewer man hours. This is 
possible largely due to the automatic features and user friendliness we always
try to provide in our software. Many of these additions are a result of direct
customer feedback. Another unique thing about Peddinghaus is our open
relationship with 3rd party software companies, and our willingness to offer
any assistance necessary to provide the best solutions for our customers. We
continually strive to maintain relationships with the number one providers
of nesting, production control, and BIM software.  

Can you describe what you think will be on the horizon for software?
What is the missing link that Peddinghaus fills as far as software in
today’s market?  

It’s important for fabricators to balance ease of operation with functional
versatility of their software programs. Peddinghaus has continued to work
with many of the world’s leading software providers in order to ensure that
customers are able to find comprehensive solutions to their production 

needs. We don’t believe in “One size fits all” software packages for plate
nesting, BIM, or production control. No two of our customers are exactly
alike, so their needs and software requirements often vary. We let them
decide what is best for their business and help them achieve the vision they
share with us.  

More of our newest developments will include many tools to further
improve efficiency.  Machines like our new “Ring of Fire” offer our 
customers capabilities not available from any other manufacturer. 
Using our customers’ feedback and insight our engineers have been 
working hard to assure that these new products provide the level of 
performance that customers have come to expect from Peddinghaus. 

KIRK KEMPEN

Continued from page 28

Carlos Torres, Latin American Sales Manager brings his vast experience as a CNC professional to Peddinghaus’ 

Latin American team.

Before joining Peddinghaus’ Latin American office Carlos sold Peddinghaus equipment to steel fabricators 

throughout the continent. His career has been spent learning how to deliver to most efficient and cost effective 

services to structural fabricators of all sizes.

Carlos’ nearly 10 years of experience in the steel fabrication industry and collective knowledge of Peddinghaus 

machinery has already become an invaluable asset to Peddinghaus customers. 

To contact Carlos for more information email: carlos-torres@peddinghaus.com or call: (+52) 8110 017088.

Carlos Torres – recently brought his knowledge and expertise to
Colombian fabricators at a show in Medellin, Colombia.

Employee Profile

INTRODUCING CARLOS TORRES
LATIN AMERICAN SALES MANAGER

Engineering managers Mike Mullikin (left) and Kirk Kempen (right) have worked together to help create a
user friendly software environment on all Peddinghaus equipment.
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More than 7,000 people attended more than 170 free events across 

the USA on September 18, 2009 for SteelDay. This is the first-ever 

national networking and education day for the design and construction

community, hosed by the American Institute of 

Steel Construction (AISC) and its members.

Architects, engineers, university faculty and
students, and the general public visited steel mills, 
fabricators, service centers, galvanizers, Peddinghaus,
and other steel facilities to network, witness advanced 
technologies in action, and learn how the structural steel industry 
is building high-performance and sustainable projects.

SteelDay guests were able to learn first-hand about how steel is produced
while strengthening relationships with others in the industry. A number
of hosts partnered together to offer unprecedented tours of multiple
facilities that showcased various aspects of the steel supply chain.

AISC Honors Owen, Peisha, and Dager at Annual Meeting
The AISC Annual Meeting held September 24 – 25, in Braselton, GA
was the location for the AISC Annual Meeting, in which three of its
members were awarded for outstanding achievement within our industry. 

Mr. Bob Owen, Paxton & Vierling Steel, Owen Industries; and 
Mr. Terry Peisha, Garbe Iron Works received the prestigious 
Robert P. Stupp Leadership Award, the Institute's highest honor.

Mr. Jim Dager, the founder of Design Data/SDS 2 software received 
the Special Achievement Award for his outstanding contributions to 
the technical growth and education of the industry.

In recognizing Jim’s achievement, David Harwell, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of AISC and President of Central Texas Iron Works
(CTIW), said, “Jim is definitely the visionary behind the development of
3D modeling. He revolutionized the engineering interface and detailing
practice in our marketplace. He’s a pioneer, and certainly deserving of
the Special Achievement Award presented on behalf of AISC.”

Peddinghaus is proud to congratulate 

these distinguished gentlemen 

on their recognition by the industry. 

AISC CELEBRATES

SteelDay 2009 and Honors Award Winners

Roger Ferch, Jim Dager, Rex Lewis

Roger Ferch, Bob Freeland, Bob Owen, Terry Peshia, Lou Gurthet, Rex Lewis




