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SDS/E _q} CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF

DESIGN ORTA THE 2009 SDS/2 SOLID STEEL COMPETITION

Grand Prize, Commercial:
Cartee-Berry & Associates, LLC,
Cyber Innovation Center

Second Place,
Commercial:
VectorShades, LLC,
Ben Sawyer Bridge

Best of Show:
The Steel
Detailers, Inc., NASA

Mobile Launch Base -

Grand Prize, Industrial:
Quadrant Services, Inc.,

Launch Complex 39 Corona Aggregate Facility

Second Place,
Industrial:
CompuSteel Detailing
Inc., HPD Shintech

www.sds2.com 800.443.0782 402.441.4000 e-mail: info@sds2.com
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STRUCTURAL FABRICATION SOFTWARE Q&A

Continued from page 22

FabTrol: Looking strictly at tonnage could send you down the wrong path.
It’s important to purchase software that meets your needs today, but also has
the capacity to help you grow. During your evaluation, look for companies
like yours that depend on the software you're considering. Bur also look for
companies that have grown while using the software, as well as companies
using the software effectively that are the size you want to be in the future.
In your discussions, the sales consultant should be able to demonstrate an
understanding of where you are today, and help you implement the part of
the solution that you're ready for right now. And as you grow? What will the
software provider have to offer?

SHOP DATA /NE

7. Some firms offer production software with a machine purchase -
where does that software fit in?

AceCad: Most hardware manufacturers do not themselves develop
production management software. While they may attempt to tie you to
their machines through a software product it is unlikely that they will have
considered the best interests of your business. A production management
software should be developed by an international software specialist that
delivers benefits to the fabricator — not the hardware manufacturer.

FabSuite: Find an easy-to-use group of programs that will allow you to enter
) group ol progr ¥
data once and use it throughout the estimating, purchasing, inventory and
g &P g b4
production process, with consistent interface screens and targeted reports.

A production control program is key to tracking material and getting
accurate reports, but the interface to other fabrication management systems
is necessary to efficiently use the data without multiple inputs or lists.
Every machine will need software to run effectively. The question is, does
that software stay within the scope of the machine? Always use the best
tool for the job.

FabTrol: Of course this software is useful for driving the machine. Time is
money, though, and you don’t want to spend it implementing the wrong
software to drive something as important as your business. FabTrol provides
an efficient, supportive, cost-effective journey from your installation to
realization of the return on investment. This starts with the analysis
performed by the sales consultant and continues on to the custom
implementation provided by current staff who have brought hundreds of
companies up to speed with our software. For instance, Peddinghaus
machines and controller software, combined with FabTrol MRP can provide
the fabricator a complete solution for managing the flow of production

through his shop.

DesignData: Changing software based on an equipment purchase isn't
necessarily a good idea for your business. Its like changing software because
you bought a new printer — it doesn’t make sense. You already have a
software that works for you, which was probably chosen based on features
that complement your business methods.

— Design Data S05/2, Lincoln, Nebraska
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8. What is a DSTV file? Why do | need it for the CNC machines
in my shop?

AceCad: This is the standard recognized internationally and offers the
greatest opportunity for integration and interoperability. DSTV+ also offers
further benefits and should be a consideration when looking at software.

FabSuite: DSTV files are text instructions that describe a part to a machine.
DSTV was invented as an open standard to exchange data — thus allowing
everyone to conform to the same set of rules during data exchange.

FabTrol: A DSTV file is the CNC file format FabTrol MRP most commonly
receives with the bill of material and drawing data from Tekla Structures or
SDS/2. FabTrol MRP uses the contents of this file to route parts to the
proper work area and then delivers the DSTV file to the proper machine

controller to match your production and material plan.

9. What type of customer service/support can | expect from a
software firm?

AceCad: You should expect the highest standards of support and

localization from your software vendor. They should have localized support,
development and training and utilize the very latest standards in software
development technology — NET SQL 2005 for maximum integration and
future proofing.

FabSuite: Your software company should be:

1. Located on your continent

2. Experienced in the type of fabrication that you do.

3. Familiar with the quality standards that you must conform to.
4, Employ more than one or two people from your industry.

FabTrol: During your office hours, your calls should typically be routed
directly to someone in support with little or no delay. When that isnt
possible, you should be able to leave a brief description of your problem
and receive a call-back within a very short time period.

Even more important, though, the software company can only service your
business if it understands it and if it is staffed to support your growth —
which means being able ro handle your major process or strategy changes.
FabTrol addresses this need by keeping many highly experienced support,
training and implementation specialists on staff. In addition, our team of
sales consultants is experienced in process analysis so all our customers

start out with a customized software training, implementation and ongoing
support package designed to meet their specific needs.
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Loaded with new features and functionality - software Version 3.0

Version 3.0 delivers powerful new tools for steel fabricators A better way to manage steel

In addition to feature enhancements throughout, this release provides new To learn more about what is new in
data integration tools, material and project management tools, and more. £
FabTrol MRP Version 3.0,

@ RFI Management to help track project questions and responses e ;
through to resolution and quickly identify any outstanding issues. visit www.fabtrol.com/v3

# Plate Management to help manage which parts have been nested or call 885-FABTROL
and which parts are left to nest in a diminishing list by project.

Service Center XML Export containing material and nesting
requirements that can be emailed and imported into popular
software used in service centers to expedite material inquiries.

' CNC Download and Update that creates and exports all CNC data Fa h
for a workshop. Then, the CNC data is imported into software used I r
by popular CNC machine manufacturers. The production status SYStem sr lnc'

can then be automatically updated back into FabTrol MRP. Proud member of the Dowco Group

FabTrol Systems, Inc.= 1025 Willamette St., Suite 300, Eugene, OR 97401 - (888) FABTROL - Fax: (541) 485-4302 - www.fabtrol.com

Estimating » Drawing Management » Material Management = Production Management » Shipping

www.steelfabreview.com
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Tekla Annual User’s Meeting

The 300 attendees at the Tekla annual user’s meeting were the first to
experience Peddinghaus’ latest software technology updates. During a special
presentation, Peddinghaus Software Manager, Kirk Kempen, and Software
Specialist, Istok Budic announced two new software programs that are certain

to have a dynamic impact on the world of structural fabrication. Under the theme,
“Don’t Just Fabricate - INNOVATE", Lyle Menke, V.P. Marketing explained that
Peddinghaus software technology continues to set the pace for a growing
technologically demanding industry.

Acclaimed as the global leader in machine tool innovation, Peddinghaus
continues to provide a leadership role in the areas of both mechanical and
software expertise. The new Peddinghaus software essentially encompasses two
areas of application: A new, highly effective Production Tracking Software Utility
and an all new Peddinghaus/Tekla AP Interface program. The Production tracking
utility provides a superior format for tracking production data - a necessity in
order to enhance your position in today’s supremely competitive environment.

The Peddinghaus/Tekla APl interface provides exciting new levels of enhanced
operation within the Tekla model. Peddinghaus thanks Tekla, Inc. for providing the
perfect platform for this strategic announcement.

User meeting visitors networked with industry professionals from all over the country while learning about
the latest and most innovative software applications.

N SN T = T8 .

The Design Data - SDS 2 interoperability meeting in Lincoln, Nebraska was heavily attended by industry
professionals.

On September 30, Peddinghaus Corporation participated in the second Design Data -
SDS 2 Interoperability Network Conference. According to Damon Scaggs, President,
“Interoperability is an opportunity for major players in the structural steel software
industry to showcase interoperability with other software... it highlights the need for
disparate software to interoperate seamlessly with one another.”

Peddinghaus, a major partner with Design Data, displayed their latest software
innovations for the attendees. These included the major enhancements for Peddimat
software as they pertain to the SDS 2 program. A highlight was the implementation of
the Production Tracking Utility for Peddinghaus equipment - a program specifically
designed to enhance productivity on the shop floor.

Lyle Menke, VP of Marketing for Peddinghaus and Jim Dager, Founder of Design Data/SDS 2 discuss market
trends and the future of fabrication software.

Peddinghaus & Design Data - SDS 2 - Interoperability Partners

“We relish the opportunity

to work closely with

our business partners
to improve software
technologies for the
entire steel construction

industry.”

Peddinghaus and Design Data software engineers maintain I—y[e Menke, PEddinghaUS
close working relationships to serve the steel fabrication P of Marketing,
community effectively.

Menke attended along with Mr. Istok Budic, a senior Peddinghaus software program-
ming engineer. Mr. Budic answered many questions from the participants concerning
the interoperability of Peddinghaus software with today’s industry software.
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GETTING TO KNOW...

Kirk Kempen
Peddinghaus CAM Software Manager

Being one of the many multi-decade
veterans of Peddinghaus Kirk Kempen has
been with the company through a multitude
of innovations in his time. Kirk currently
manages the CAM software portion of the
Peddinghaus Software staff and plays a

definitive role in designing and guiding the

future of Peddinghaus Software technology.

How long have you worked at Peddinghaus and what has been your
impression in that time?

Next March will be my 35th anniversary. In my time here I have seen our
product line and level of technology advance at a pace beyond what anyone
could have imagined. I was at Peddinghaus with the introduction of the first
version of Peddimat, and I am here today as we employ new technologies
such as Microsoft's “NET” software development system, the C# (C Sharp)
programming language, as well as numerous other advanced software tools.
Peddinghaus has always been first to incorporate the newest and most
reliable technology, and we plan to continue that trend well into the future.

How is the Peddinghaus software department structured?

Currently I manage a team of software engineers using the latest software
tools devoted to the continuous advancement or our growing product family.
This allows us to provide our customers the best software for our machines,
resulting in the highest level of performance. Each of the CAM team
members has his own specialty and unique talents providing a good mix to
the department. We have a close relationship with our Electrical, Control
Software, and Mechanical Engineering groups allowing us to provide the
best solutions for each technical innovation our customers need to stay
competitive in today’s global economy. We also work very hard at maintain-
ing relationships with outside software firms that our customers frequently
use. This assures the best software options for their unique processes.

With your role being immersed in the latest technological innovations,
what are some of the defining projects you have been involved with in
your time at Peddinghaus?

I remember our first custom machine controls, the advent of the first
“Personal Computers” and now the application of incredibly powerful CNC
controls employing the newest programming tools. Many changes in our
industry including 3D design, BIM modeling, and software detailing have
allowed us to dramatically reduce or eliminate manual data entry for our
machines through the application of data import utilities using DSTV,
DXE and direct 3D conversion methods.

What changes have you seen in Peddinghaus since you began? What
changes in technology have you seen in your tenure with Peddinghaus?

I have seen the Peddinghaus product line evolve dramatically since I began
years ago. One thing that’s evident is that modern machine design is reliant
on cutting edge electronics and innovative software. I remember years ago,
to advance beyond proprietary custom built machine controls, we used
Hewlett Packard desktop computers to create our machine programs. This
allowed us to use more reliable commercial “NC” controls. Those early
personal computers were really just overgrown desktop calculators with
extremely limited programming capabilities by today’s standards but
nonetheless were amazing advancements in technology for their time. In
contrast the simple controls of yesterday's machines have been replaced by
the newest “CNC” technology allowing us to provide features like hole
counting, and tracking of parts and machine productivity in real-time.
This allows us to incorporate numerous features not possible with previous
control technology.

Using the latest tools from Microsoft, we've recently introduced two new
software products:

The Tekla Import Utility

Using the Tekla AP, we developed a tool to directly access the Tekla 3D
model. This software runs alongside Tekla, and can extract extensive part
data directly from the model. In addition to the information available
through DSTV, this tool can provide connection information, marking for
fitters, welding, and other final assembly processes. This tool provides direct
access to the model, so any necessary information for our machines is readily
available.

Production Tracking Utility

This software is loaded onto our Siemens CNCs where it tracks part
production in real time. An ASCII file is produced listing all parts processed
including start time, end time, and process time. This information is easily
used for Production Control to track the progress of work in the shop.

These two new utilities will provide features not previously available, and
I'm sure our customers will be anxious to take advantage of them.

Continued on page 30
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When you need to nest parts that
aren't all squares and rectangles,
the answer is simple: SigmaNEST??

SigmaNEST 9.0
brings ease of
use and higher
efficiency for:

= Optimal nesting

= Supernior quality parts

= Order management

= Raw material and
remnant management

= Automation/intagration

= One software for all
major profile cutting
and punching machines.

For a better software experience, call:

513.674.0005

SigmaNEST® is the leading CAD/CAM nesting software :

for plasma, punch, laser, waterjet, oxyfuel, router and knife machines. "__'_'Sl'G ; | v |7 ‘l EK_
=

www.sig manest.com ©2009 SigmaTEK Systems, LLC

www.steelfabreview.com
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KIRK KEMPEN

Continued from page 28

How does Peddinghaus software work to make the overall fabrication
process easier for Peddinghaus customers?

The big thing that we can provide is efficiency through lower labor content.
By eliminating many of the manual steps previously required, our customers
can fabricate more steel, more accurately, with fewer man hours. This is
possible largely due to the automatic features and user friendliness we always
try to provide in our software. Many of these additions are a result of direct
customer feedback. Another unique thing about Peddinghaus is our open
relationship with 3rd party software companies, and our willingness to offer
any assistance necessary to provide the best solutions for our customers. We
continually strive to maintain relationships with the number one providers
of nesting, production control, and BIM software.

Can you describe what you think will be on the horizon for software?
What is the missing link that Peddinghaus fills as far as software in
today’s market?

It’s important for fabricators to balance ease of operation with functional
versatility of their software programs. Peddinghaus has continued to work
with many of the world’s leading software providers in order to ensure that
customers are able to find comprehensive solutions to their production

needs. We don’t believe in “One size fits all” software packages for plate
nesting, BIM, or production control. No two of our customers are exactly
alike, so their needs and software requirements often vary. We let them
decide what is best for their business and help them achieve the vision they
share with us.

More of our newest developments will include many tools to further
improve efficiency. Machines like our new “Ring of Fire” offer our
customers capabilities not available from any other manufacturer.
Using our customers’ feedback and insight our engineers have been
working hard to assure that these new products provide the level of
performance that customers have come to expect from Peddinghaus.

Engineering managers Mike Mullikin (left) and Kirk Kempen (right) have worked together to help create a
user friendly software environment on all Peddinghaus equipment.

Employee Profile

INTRODUCING CARLOS TORRES
LATIN AMERICAN SALES MANAGER

Latin American team.

services to structural fabricators of all sizes.

machinery has already become an invaluable asset to Peddinghaus customers.

Carlos Torres, Latin American Sales Manager brings his vast experience as a CNC professional to Peddinghaus’

Before joining Peddinghaus” Latin American office Carlos sold Peddinghaus equipment to steel fabricators
throughout the continent. His career has been spent learning how to deliver to most efficient and cost effective

Carlos nearly 10 years of experience in the steel fabrication industry and collective knowledge of Peddinghaus

To contact Carlos for more information email: carlos-torres@peddinghaus.com or call: (+52) 8110 017088.

Carlos Torres - recently brought his knowledge and expertise to
Colombian fabricators at a show in Medellin, Colombia.
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Since 1975 ShopData Systems has been providing
fabrication software tools with one goal...one objective;
easy to use tools to measurably increase profitability!

EdgeStart is designed to import drawings, convert them to
tooled paths, create incomparable nests, track remnants
and manage your jobs by creating meaningful reports you
can modify to fill your needs.

* Increased Yield

* Near Scrapless

* Reduced Cutting Times

e Easy Programming

www.shopdata.com — -
_ = 712 E. Walnut St.

CAD/CAM Solutions since 1975 Garland, Texas, 75040
P:972.494.2719
F:972.272.7062

www.steelfabreview.com
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AISC CELEBRATES

SteelDay 2009 and Honors Award Winners

More than 7,000 people attended more than 170 free events across
the USA on September 18, 2009 for SteelDay. This is the first-ever
national networking and education day for the design and construction
community, hosed by the American Institute of

Steel Construction (AISC) and its members. s.IEEl
DAY

Architects, engineers, university faculty and

students, and the general public visited steel mills,

fabricators, service centers, galvanizers, Peddinghaus,

and other steel facilities to network, witness advanced
technologies in action, and learn how the structural steel industry
is building high-performance and sustainable projects.

SteelDay guests were able to learn first-hand about how steel is produced
while strengthening relationships with others in the industry. A number
of hosts partnered together to offer unprecedented tours of multiple
facilities that showcased various aspects of the steel supply chain.

AISC Honors Owen, Peisha, and Dager at Annual Meeting

The AISC Annual Meeting held September 24 — 25, in Braselton, GA
was the location for the AISC Annual Meeting, in which three of its
members were awarded for outstanding achievement within our industry.

M. Bob Owen, Paxton & Vietling Steel, Owen Industries; and
Mr. Terry Peisha, Garbe Iron Works received the prestigious
Robert P. Stupp Leadership Award, the Institute's highest honor.

Roger Ferch, Jim Dager, Rex Lewis

Mr. Jim Dager, the founder of Design Data/SDS 2 software received
the Special Achievement Award for his outstanding contributions to

the technical growth and education of the industry.

. . ) Peddinghaus is proud to congratulate
In recognizing Jim’s achievement, David Harwell, Chairman of the

Board of Directors of AISC and President of Central Texas Iron Works

(CTIW), said, “Jim is definitely the visionary behind the development of these distinguished gentlemen
3D modeling. He revolutionized the engineering interface and detailing

practice in our marketplace. He’s a pioneer, and certainly deserving of

the Special Achievement Award presented on behalf of AISC.” on their recognition by the industry.






